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CONSOLATIONS 


to 


BRITISH  SUBJECTS 

UNDER  THE  BURDENS  OF  THE  PRESENT  WAR. 


VV  HETHER  the  war  was  necefTary,  or  unavoidable,  I  leave 
to  be  difcufled  by  politicians  and  civilians ;  but  fince  we  are 
engaged  in  it,  our  bufinefs,  as  a  commercial  people,  is  to  caU 
culate  the  lofs  or  gain  we  are  likely  to  acquire  or  fuflain  by 
carrying  it  on. 

Let  us  then  recolle6l  in  the  firfl  place,  that  the  real  Britifli 
objeds  of  all  our  wars  with  France,  fmce  the  glorious  revolu- 
tion in  1688,  have  been  the  redudion  of  her  naval  power,  by 
the  capture  or  deftruBion  of  her  fhips  of  war,  and  the  diminu- 
tion of  her  foreign  trade  and  fifheries,  by  which  her  na\'al  power 
could  only  be  repaired  or  fupported ;  the  cutting  off  or  leffen- 
ing  her  fupplies  of  raw  materials  for  her  manufactures,  and  vent 
for  them  when  they  were  made,  by  feizing  her  colonies  and 
pofTefTions  in  the  Eafl  and  Weft  Indies,  in  Africa  and  America ; 
and  the  reftraining  her  influence  over  other  European  flates,  fo 
as  to  prevent  her  obtaining  alliances  dangerous  to  this  country, 
and  advantages  in  trade  prejudicial  to  our  commerce  and  ma- 
nufaftures  :  and  that  the  feveral  wars  we  have  waged  with 
France  fmce  the  revolution,  for  the  attainment  of  thefe  objeEis, 
have  burdened  us  with  a  national  debt  of  two  huxdred  axd 
FORTY  MILLIONS.  And  let  us  then,  in  the  fecond  place,  recoi- 
led: how  far  thofe  objeds  have  been  obtained. 


5030^7  <^ 


(4  ) 
And  here  our  memories  mud  be  very  treacherous  indeed  if 
they  do  not  readily  fupp]^'  us  with  abundant  proofs  that  not  one 
of  tJiofe  ohjeEls  have  ever  been  accompliihed.  For  in  the  lad 
war  vre  fa^^'  a  fuperior  combined  French  and  Spanifli  fleet  enter 
our  channel,  while  a  number  of  tranfports  and  flat  bottomed 
boats  were  ready  in  the  French  ports  to  have  carried  over  a 
large  body  of  troops  to  this  ifland,  if  our  fleet  had  ventured  an 
engagement  and  been  beat :  lier  colonies  and  foreign  pofleflions 
continued  to  furnifli  her  with  a  larger  produce,  and  took  off"  a 
greater  quantity  of  her  manufa(£lures  and  gave  employment  to 
a  greater  number  of  fliipping  than  ours,  and  her  fiflieries  were 
at  leafl;  upon  a  par  with  thofe  of  Great  Britain.  She  had  got 
almofl:  the  whole  of  the  Levant  or  Turkey  trade  ;  a  great  fu- 
periority  over  us  in  the  Italian  trade;  and  the  almofl  exclufve 
fupply  of  Spain  and  the  immenfe  Spanifii  territori^  in  America. 

She  had  obtained  fo  complete  an  afcendant  over  Spain,  Xa- 
fjles,  Sicily,  Genoe,  and  the  other  Italian  fl:ates,  that  their  fove- 
reigns  appeared  to  have  no  will  but  hers  ;  Auftria  was  become  a 
partner  in  their  family  compa6l.  Ruflia,  teflilied  by  her  condu61: 
in  the  lafl;  war  a  predileftion  for  her  interefts.  Sweden  was 
fubfldized  by  her :  and  flie  had  fo  flrong  a  faction  in  Holland 
as  to  overrule  the  Stadholder,  and  menace  a  revolution  in  her 
favour.  It  is  unneceflary  to  be  more  particular.  The  fafts  are 
notorious  and  incontrovertible.  But  now^  behold  what  that 
Providence  which  alone  can  order  the  unruly  wills  and  af- 
fections of  finful  men,  by  giving  the  French  up  to  the  delujions 
of  their  own  wicked  minds,  has  wrought  for  us,  in  a  few  months, 
beyond  what  all  the  fchemes  of  our  ableft  flaiefmen,  and  all  the 
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efforts  of  our  fleets  and  armies,  and  all  the  expenditure  of  our 
blood  and  treafure  could  efFecl  in  a  century  ! 

See  the  greatefl;  part  of  the  French  navy  furrendcring  itfelf  to 
ours.     Sqe  their  fecond  great  naval  arfenal   putting  itfelf,  with 
all  it's  (lores,  into  our  hands.     See  the  reft  of  her  fhips  of  war 
confined  to  the  fingle  harbour  of  Breft,  without  officers,  with- 
out fubordination,  and  without  naval  ftores.     See  alfo  her  colo- 
nies  and  foreign  poffeffions  either  defolated  by  internal  fadions, 
or  ready  to  furrender  themfelves  to  us,  and  their  trading  fhips 
(htit  out  from  every  port  in  Europe,   and   every  material   for 
manufadure  withheld  from  them  by  foreign  nations ;  while  in 
their    frenzy    they    are    unremittingly    occupied    in    deftroying 
their  manufafturing  towns,  and  thofe  manufadures  which  their 
country  furnffhes  the  materials  for ;  and  even  facrificing  Lvons 
to  Spitalfields  !  See  again  Spain,  and  Naples,  and  Sicily,  fepa- 
rated  from  France,  and  in  clofe  alliance  with   Enijland ;  o-ivino- 
us  the  fupply  of  their  vaft  confumption  of  linens,  and   of  vari- 
ous woollen,  and  cotton,  and  leather  manufaftures,  and  of  all 
forts  of  iron  wares,  as  well  as  of  Eaft  India  snoods. 

See  alfo  the  whole  of  the  Turkey  trade  prefented  to  us  ; 
and  the  Grand  Seignor  fending  an  ambaffador  to  court  our  alli- 
ance. The  United  States  of  America  too,  findinir  themfelves 
without  any  other  power  to  look  up  to,  are  ready  to  fettle  an 
advantageous  treaty  of  commerce  and  alliance  widi  us. 

Such  are  the  prefent  circum fiances  and  profpecls  of  England 
arifing  out  of  the  French  revolution  ami  war! 
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But  it  may  be  laid,  the  expences  of  the  war  will  occafion 
frefh  taxes,  and  our  burdens  will  be  greater  than  our  benefits. 
No  fuch  thing.  The  war,  after  this  year's  campaign,  if  it  fliould 
flill  continue,  will  be  much  circumfcribed,  and  our  portion  of 
the  ex  pence  greatly  reduced  ;  and  it  will,  itfelf,  furnifh  the 
means  for  defraying  that  expence  without  the  impofition  of 
anv  frefh  taxes  upon  us  ;  for,  when  we  get  the  whole  monopoly 
of  Weft  India  and  Eaft  India  produfts  in  our  own  hands,  we 
may  oblige  foreigners  to  pay  fuch  duties  for  them  as  will  be  a 
very  fufficient  fund  for  fmking  both  principal  and  intereft  of 
all  the  loans  we  may  be  obliged  to  make.  And  as  all  our  ma- 
nufaftures  will  be  fo  greatly  increafed,  to  fupply  all  thefe  vaft 
new^  foreign  demands,  our  revenue  muft  rife  with  our  increafe 
of  trade,  and  our  national  debt  be  fpeedily  diminiftied  when 
peace  is  reftored. 

And  befides  all  thefe  fubjefts  of  confolation,  we  have  to  con- 
gratulate ourfelves  on  the  loyalty  and  good  fenfe  the  nation  dif- 
played  in  their  late  declarations  of  general  fatisfaction  with  our 
happy  conftitution;  which  muft  give  all  foreigners  confidence. in 
our  fecurity,  and  induce  them  to  fend  their  money  here  as  to  a 
place  of  fafety;  while  their  own,  and  all  their  neighbouring 
ftates,  are  threatned  with  internal  convulfions,  in  confequence 
of  the  levelling  do61rines  with  which  they  are  all. in  feme  degree 
.infe6led :  and  thus  will  our  lands  and  om'  ftocks  rife,  while  our 
trade,  agriculture,  and  m.anufaclures,  flourifli  to  a  decree  beyond 
all  former  example,  and  exceed  even  our  own  conception. 

Thefe  are  not  diftant  expedations.     We  ftiall  fee  them  real- 
ized in  the  courfe  of  a  twelvemonth  :   for  as  foon   as  the  great 
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overllock  of  manufa£lures,  which  the  late  rage  for  fpeculation 
has  occafioned,  is  got  rid  of,  which  will  happen  in  a  few  months, 
the  orders  for  foreign  export  will  be  greater  than  all  our  prefent 
hands  can  fupply  ;  and  the  difbanded  troops  and  feamen,  if  peace 
fhould  take  place,  will  be  gladly  called  in  to  their  alfiftance. 
Let  us  then  cheerfully  fubmit  to  any  temporary  inconveniences 
we  may  at  prefent  feel,  and  not  repine  at  the  continuance  of  a 
war  which  has  already  procured  us  fuch  manifold  and  great 
advantages,  and  promifes  us  flill  more  and  greater ;  (more  efpe- 
cially  as  it's  continuance  muft  ferve  the  more  effectually  to  de- 
ftrcry  the  French  manufa£lures,  by  rendering  the  whole  people 
a  nation  of  foldiers)  but  with  minds  duly  fenfible  of  our  own 
happinefs,  and  hearts  exulting  in  the  many  bleffings  we  enjoy 
under  our  excellent  conftitution,  let  us  add  to  our  unfeigned 
thankfulnefs  to  i]\&  great  giver  of  all  good  things,  dutiful  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws,  and  zealous  attachment  and  firm  loyalty  to 
our  gracious  fovereign  the  affeftionate  father  of  all  his  people, 
which  is  the  fmcere  and  friendly  advice  of  an  old  flatefman,  but 
now 

A  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN. 


